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* JEWS 


the glorigus era of Ri. Retcermation, the descendents of Abra- 


ban have excited the benevolent attention of Christians; not, 
however ‘im a very extraordinary manner, until lately. At the pre- 
sent time, muntbers take a dee ¥ interest in the spiritual welfare of 
that m: vat £8 ‘markable people. The bitter prejudices which have 
existed so long, are Wearing away; and good will is takimg their 
place. In our own country this ‘is emine utly the case. Under our 
hy appy form of government, differenge in religion makes no diffe- 
rence inthe protection afiorded, or the rights which are recognized, 
of guaranteed to the citizen. Here, too, Jews and Christians live 
together as neighbours, in the daily exchange of good officesy and 
reciprocation of kit idly aflections. This is as it should be. It is 
a terrible perversion of religion, to make it an occasion of hostile 
feelings, of dark suspicions, and of the malignity of party spirit. 
ft others differ from us; and if we are right, and they wrong, 
panes and violence are not the suitable means of conversion. For, 
why shoul we WA that any should be converted to our senti- 
ats Ia Yeliches omlees fer their advantage. To aim to do good 
i oim’y injury, is surely in the highest dec gree preposterous. We 
as Christians believe that Christi: nity 1s the complete develope- 
ment of Judaism—that our faith is the same with that of the 
Patriarehs and Prophets; our hopes and joys the same—that the 
gospel, before | preached to Abraham, is now with clearer light, 
and more afiectmg exhibitions of divine love, made known to us— 
and we esteem it as God's best gift to man. We wish that all may 
partake of its blessings; and would therefore most exceedingly re- 
joice in the conversion of Jew and Gertile to the Christian fii 1 
Phe following curious narrative will be read with much interest by 
those, whose attention has been turned to this subject. It was 
published about the time therein mentioned, if I mistake not, in a 
periodical work called the Phe:nix, now out of print; and was re- 
published by the celebrated Granville Sharp. We ofler no com- 
ments,—-the piece is published for the sake of showing that the 
descendants of Abraham acknowledge that a Messiah is promised 
by the mouth of their prophets, yet are not free from doubt as to 
the question whether he has come or not. 

“A Narrative of the Proceedings of a Great Council of Jews, 
assembled in the Plain of Ageda in Hungary, about thirty leagues 
from Buda, to examine the Scriptures concerning Christ, on the 12th 
of October 16350. By Samuel Bi ett, there present. Also a Relatign 
of some other observations in his Travels beyond thé Seas” 
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After mentioning some occurrences he met with, he sai 
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ee “Lf omit to recite many other Occurrences, which by conference | 
vit shall willingly communicate to my friends, they being too many to 
commit to writing: only now the fourth remarkable t hing remuineth 
to present you with; and that is, 

“The Procecdings of the great Council of Fews, assembled in th, 
Plain of Ageda, in Hungary, about thirty Leay vues distant from Brice. 
to examine the Sc riptures concerning Christ 5 on the twelfth of O¢- 
tober 1650, 

“It hath been much desired by many honest Christians, that thi is 
Narrative of the ews Council should be published, which I did jy- 
tend only to communicate to private Friends. ‘The chief Argumer; 
by which they have persuade d me to do it, 1s, because they do con 
ceive it to be a Prep: trative and hopeful Sign ot the Fers Conversion, 
and that it will be glad ‘Tidings to the Church of Christ; and there. 
fore IT have viclded to satisfy their Desires therein. And thus it wa:: 

“At the place above-named there assembled about three hundre« 
Rabbies, called together from several parts of the world, to examin, 
the Scriptures concerning Christ; and it seems this place was thougint 
most convenient tor this Council, in regard that part of the Country 
was not much inhabited because of the continual Wars between the 
Turk and the King of Hungary; where (as I was informed) they 
had fought two blk ody B: vikega vet both Princes, notwi ithstanding their 
y own Dificrences, did sive leave to the Jews to hold their Council 
ih there. And for their Accommodation there, the ews did make divers 
‘Vents for their Repose, and had Plenty of Provision brought them 
from other Parts of the Country, during the time of their sitting 
ia there. ‘here was also one large Tent, built only for the Council to 

nee, sit in, made almost foursquare; the North and the South part of it, 
: being not altogether so large as the East and West part thereof. Ik 

had but one Boor. and that opened to the Kast; and in the middk 
thereof stood a litde Vable and a Stool for the Propounder to sit on, 
With his Face towards the Door of the ‘Vent. The said Propounder 
was of the Tribe of Levz, and was named Zacharias; and within 
this ‘I’ent round about were placed divers Forms for the Consulters 
to siton. It was also enclosed with a rail, that stood at a distanc: 
; from it, to prevent entrance to all Strangers, and to all such Yew» 
as could not prove themselves to be Fews by Record, or could no: 
dispute in the Hebrew ‘Vongue, w hich many had for gotten, w ho lived 
in such Countrics, where they are not allowed their Synagogues, as 
in France, Spain, and those parts of Jtaly that do belong to the King 
of Spain, viz. the Kingdom ot Naples, with the Province of Calabria 
and Apuleia ; the Kingdom of S7ci/ia ‘and Sardinia; in which places 
| ifa Yew he found, and he deny the Popish Religion, he is in danger 
a to be condemned and executed for it; and yet Profit and Benekt 4 
| lureth them to dwell in those Countries, notwithstanding their Ria 
- und Dangers ; ; and themselves are willing to torget, and so neglect 
fy to teach their Children their native Language, rather than they ill 
| loose their op portunity of Profit: and some have burnt the anticnt 





Records of their Tribe and Family, that they might not be disco- 
4 vered by searching, or otherwise. And for this Defect, that they 
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could not prove their Tribe or Family, they were not permitted to 
come within the Rail, but were commanded to remain without, with 
the Strangers that remained there, to see the Issue of their Proceed- 
ing, Which were above 3000 Persons, and they were for the most part 
Germans, Jlnains, Dalmatians, and Hungarians, with some Greeks ; 
but few Jtalzans, and not one LEneglish-man, that I could hear of, be- 
sides myself. 

“I was informed, that the King of //::ngary not favouring the Re- 
formed Religion, did give no encouragement to any Pretestant 
Churches to send anv Divines thither; but he did allow that some 
Assistants should be sent from ome: and their coming thither did 
srove a great unhappiness ta this hopeful Council. 

“VV hen this Assembly did first meet, they spent some time in their 
mutual Salutations; and, as their manner is, they kissed one the 
other’s Cheek, expressing much Joy for their happy Meeting. And 
all things being provided tor their Accommodation, they considered 
of the Fews that were to be admitted Members of this Council; and 
they were only allowed to be Members, which could by Record prove 
the mselves to be native Fews,; and for detect herein, [ observed above 
Five hundred refused: though doubtless they were True-born Jews, 
yet the y could not by Record prove themselves so to be; and for this 
they were not admitted to be Members of the Council, but they did 
abide without the rail with the Strangers that were there: and the 
number of them that were accepted to be Members, was about Three 
hundred ¥ews. And this was all that was done the hrst day. 

“On the second day, the Asse mbly being full, the Propounder 
stood up, and made his Speec h concerning the end ‘of their meeting : 
And, This, said he, is to examine the Scriptures concer ning Christ, 
whether he be already come, or whether we are yet to expect his 
coming. In ex: imining this question, they searched the Old Testa- 
ment with great Care and Labour, to - resolved of the ‘Truth thereof, 
having many Bibles with them there for this end. And about ji. 
Point “thete were great Disputes amongst them. ‘The major part were 
of Opinion, That he was not come: and some inclined to think that 
he was come; being moved thereunto by their great Judgment, that 
hath rcnnonnd now this Sixteen hundred years upon them. 

“I remember very well one of the Council in his Conference with 
me, seemed to be very appre he nsive of the great and long Desolation 
of their Nation, ever since their Destruction by the Roman E mpe- 
rors; and he ln pu ted this their "Mfiction to their Impenitency. And 
compariag their present Judgme nt, with their other Judgments they 
had suffered be fore, he ingeniously confessed, that he did conceive 
it was for some preat Wickedness; and that hel ir Nation was guilty 
of the Blood uf tiic Prophet, sent from God to their Nation, and the 
many Massacres that had been committed by the several Sects and 
Factions amongst them. For (said he) we are no Idolaters, neither 
do Ithink we were willy of ddolatry Since Gur Capti uM in Babylon; . 
and therefore (said he) Lo ampute this our Calamity and present 
Judgment to the fore-named Causes. And this was the sum ‘of that 
which was disputed amongst them the second day of th 
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and so they as iyourned all the next Morning, which was the third 
day ot their mecting. 

*“ When being asse emb led together again, the Point that was chiefly 
agitated was concerning the Manner of Christ’s coming. And this, 
some said, shall be like a mighty Prince, in the full Power and Au- 
thority of a King, vea, in greater Power than ever any King had; 
and that he will deliver their Nation out of the Power of their Enc- 
mies, and their Temple shell be Rebuilt agains and, that the Nations 
shall be of their Religion, and worship God after their manner. For 
they hold that the Messiah, will not alter their Religion, whensocver 
he cometh, And further, concerning his Parentage, they did agree 
in this, That he should be borp of a Virgin, according to the Predic- 
tion of the Prophe ts; and they agreed also, that he may be born oi 

such a Virgin, which might be of mean Note amongst their Nation, 
as was the Virgin A/ary. And here some of them seemed to me, to 
meline to think that Chri ist was come. Therefore when they gimme 
together again the next day, the Propounder demanded of them, 
if Christ were already come, pe who they thought he was? and to 
this Demand they gave this Aaower. that they thought Lhah was he, 
if he were come, because he came with great Power, which he de- 
clared by slaving the Priests of Baal; and, for the fulfiling of the 
Scripture, he was oppressed by dhasand Fezebe/; yet they esteemed 
him to be more than a Mortal Mam, because he so ‘strangely ascend- 
ed up into Heaven. And because this Opinion was contradicted by 
others, the day following they took into Examination the same Ques- 
tion, to arswer them that said Lliah was not the Messiah. They of 
the contrary Opinion did urge the Care and Love of Eliah for the good 
of their Nation, in that he le ft them £/isha his Disciple to teach and 
instruct the People; whieh they expect to be the Care of their J/es- 
siah. ‘These were the chief Arguments they had to defend their 
Opinion: and the same day, towards night, it came into question 
amongst them, What he then was that said he was the Son of God, 
and was crucified by their Ancestors? And because this was the 
great Question amongst them, they deterred the further Considera- 
aon thereof until the next day. 

“* When mecting again, the Pharisees (for some of this Sect were 
amongst them, that were ‘alw ays the Enemies of Christ) they first 
began to answer this last Night’ s question; and these by no means 
would yield that he was the Christ; aud these Reasons they gave for 
their Opinion. 

First, Because (said they) he came mto the World like an ordinary 
and inferior Man, not with his Sce pier, nor Royal Power; wherewith 
they afirmed the Coming of Christ should be Glorious. Secondly, 
FF hey pleaded against him the Meanness of his Birth, in that his Father 
was a Carpenter; and this they said, was a Dishonour that Christ 
should not be capable of. Thirdly, they accused him to be an Enemy 
to UWsses’s Law, in suffering his Disciples, and in doing Works him- 
self that were prohibited on the Sabbath-day; for they believe that 
the .Uessiahk will punctually and exactly keep the Law of Adses: 
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and where the Gospel doth testify of Christ that he did fulfil the Law, 

they reject the Testimony thereof, because they do not own the gos- 
el. But I observed these Remon 13 of the Pharisees did not satisfy 
all that heard them, but there still remained some Doubt in some of 
them concerning C hrist; for there stood up one Rabbie called Adbra- 
hain, and objected against the Pharisees, the Miracles that Christ 
wrought whilst he was ypon Earth, as his raising of the Dead to life 
again, his making the Lame to walk, the Blind to see, and the Dumb 
to speak. And ‘the same Abraham demanded of the Pharisees by 
what Power he did these Miracles? The Answer of the Pharisees rc- 
turned to him, was to this purpose: ‘They said he wag an Impostor 
and a Magician; and blasphemously traduced him of doing all his Mi- 
racles by Magick: Thus, said they, he first caused them to be blind, 

to be dumb, to belame; and then by taking away his Magical Charm, 

they were restored to their former condition. Nevertheless, this An- 
swer gave littic Satistaction to the said Adraham: but thus he replyed, 

Th: abe could not charm those that were bornin that Condition, as blind, 

&c, and born also betore Christ himself was born ; as it appeareth some 
of them were. This seemed to him an absurd Paradox; and truly the 
pre ssing of this Argument did almost put them toa nonplus, ull at last 
they had this Evasion (though weak and vile) They were (said they) 
by other Magicians convince a to be so in their Mothers’ Wombs; and 
that altho’ himself were not then born when they were born with these 
evils, yet he being a great Dissembler, and more cunning than any Magi- 
cian before hi Im, Power was given him by the Devil, to remove those 
Charms which othere had place d, And there was one Pharisee na- 
med Zebedee who of the Pharisees there did most approbriously re- 
vile him, and vehemently urge these things against him; but I con- 
ceive he did it not to the well- liking of many there that heard him, 

even Members of the Council. And as the Pharisees that day play on 
their Parts against him; so did the Sadducees also endeavour (for 
some of the Sect were also of the Council) to render Christ vile and 
odious to the rest of the Yews that were assembled there. I observed 
it was with them, as it was once with //erod and Pilate; though they 
two could not agree betwixt themsclves at other times, yet they could. 
agree together to crucify Christ: for the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
t| hough they be much divided in Opinion among themselves, yet did 
they at this time too much agree to disgrace and to dishonens Christ 
with their L ies, Calumnics and Blasphemies: for the Sadducees, as 
well as the Pharisees, did in other things accuse him for a grand Im- 
postor, and for a Broacher of corrupt Doctrines; in that in his Gospel 
he teacheth the Resurrection from the Dead, which they there denied 
to be true Doctrine: but it is no ew thing to see Factions dissenting, ta 
agree in some evil design against others, as I found it by experience, 

Being at Rome in the Year 1650, which was the Year of their Fubi- 
lee, there was a great Strife between: the Yesuzts and the fryars of 
the Order of St. Dominick, both of which were against the Protes- 
tants: and although their Differences have been by the care and 
vigilance of the Pope so smothered, that the World hath not taken 
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much notice thereof; yet this Yire broke out into a Flame greater 
than ever it was before, (as thev certified me there) both by publick 
Disputings, and by bitte Yr Writings one against another, opening the 
Vices and Errors of ore another’s action, thus secking to disgrace 
one the other; which caused the Pope to dure ‘aten to excommunicate 
the Authors of all such black and libellous Books, that did tend to 
the dishonour of kis Clergy and Religion, to make them iafamous to 
the World. But this by the way. 
“We are come now to the seventh and last Dav of their Council; 
and on this day, this was the main Query among them: If Christ be 
come, then what Rules and Orders hath he left his Church to walk 
by? This was a great Question amongst them : and because they did 
not believe the New Vestament, nor would be guided by it they de- 
manded some other Instruction to direct and srurde them in this 
Poimt : Thereupon six of the Raman Clergy (who of purpose were 
sent from Rome by the Pope, to assist in this Council) were called 
IN, VIZ. two SFesuits, two /rvars of the Order of St. Augustine, and 
two of the Order of St. Francis. And these being admitted into the 
Council, began to open unto them the Rules wend Doctrine of the Holy 
Church ‘of Rome, (as they call it) which Church they magnified to 
them for the Holy Catholick Church of Christ, and ‘their Doctrine 
to be the infallible Doctrine of Christ, and their Rules to be the Rules 
~vhich the Apostles left to the Church for cver to be observed, and 
that the Pope is the Holy Vicar of Christ, and the Successor of St. 
‘eter: And for instance in some par tieulars. they affirmed the real 
presence of Christ in the Sacrament, the Religious Observation of 
their Holy Days, the Invocation of Saints praying to the Virgin 
Vary, and her ‘commanding Power in Heaven over her Son, the Holy 
use of the Cross and Images, with the rest of their Sdalebrius and 
Superstitious Worship; all which they commended to the Assembly 
of the ¥ews, for the Doctrine and Rules of the spor stles. But so soon 
as the Asse mbly had heard these things from them, they were gene- } 
rallv and exceedingly troubled thereat, and fell into high Clamors 
against them and their Religion, crying out, A’o Christ, no Woman- 
God, no Intercession of Satnts, no Wo orshipping “sf Images, no pray- 
ing to the Virgin Mary, &c. Truly their Trouble hereat was so great, 
that it troubled me to see their impatience: They rent their Clothes, 
and cast dust upon their Heads, and Cryed out aloud Blasphemy, r 
Blasphemy ; and upon this the Counc] broke up. Yet they assembled 
again the eighth Day; and all that was done then, was to agree upon , 
another meeting of their Nation three Years after ; which. was con- ' 
cluded upon be fore their final dissolution, , 
“TI do believe there were many yews s there that would have been i 
persuade -d to own the Lord Jesus; and this I assure you for a ‘Truth, au 
and it is for the Honour of our Religion, and the encouragement of 
One eminent /ead4? there did deliver me his Opinion tr 





is our Divines: 
: in conference with me, that he at first feared that those which were di 
| sent from Rome would cause an unhappy Period to their Council; and ve 

7 


professed to me, that he muc h desired the presence of some Protcs- 
tant Diyines, and especially of our Luglish Divines, of w hom he had 
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-tyetter Opinion, than of any other Divines in the World: For he did 
” jevye that we have a great Loye to their Nation; and this Reason 
he gave me for their good Opinion of our Divines, because he under- 
sod that they did ordinarily pr av for the Conversion of their Na- 
dons which he did acknowledge to be a great Token of our Love 
rowards them: And especially “he commende d the Ministers of Lon- 
on for excellent Preachers. and for their Charity towards their Na- 
tion; of whom he had heard a great Fame. As for the Church of 
Rome, they account it an Idolatrous Church, and therefore will not 
wn their Religion: and by conversing with the Fews, I found that 

-y generally think, that there js no other Christian Religion i in the 
world. but that of the Church of Rome; and for Rome's Idolatry, 
they take offence at all Christian Religion. By which it appeareth 
that Rome is the greatest Enemy of the Fews Conversion. 

“ For the place of the Fews next Meeting, it is probable it will be 
i Syria, in which Country I also was, and did there converse with 
the Sect of the Rechabites, livi ing in Syrza. They still observe their 

d Customs and Ruies; they neither sow nor plant, nor build Hou- 

: but live in Tents, and often remove from one place to another, 
ey their whole Family, Bag and Baggage. And secing I find, that 
by the Ztafan ‘Yongue J can converse with the Yews, or any other 
Nation, in all the parts of the world where [ have been; if God give 
me an opportunity, I shall willingly attend their next Council. The 
gogd Lord prosper 7. Amen, 

at IY oo 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald, 
Newark, (N. J.) 3d March, 1817, 

Dean Sir, 

Nox to disappoint the expectatian conveyed in No, 20 of the He- 
«ald, of a more particular account of the revivat of religion | in the con- 
eregation under the ministry of the Rey, Dr. Richards, in this town, 
| nd which is now spreading itself in other socicties ; i ventare to fur- 
ish a brief statement of some of the more interesting facts and cir- 
umstances connected with this joyful event, 

It was a time of general and unusual declension, when the arm of 

he Lord was first revealed, and a glorious light from heayen shone 
round about us. The fire upon the Christian alt: ir had not wholly ceas- 
cd, but the flame was feeble and obscure, and had often threatened to 
‘Xpire. Prayer meetings were kept up, but for the most part thinly 
attended ; and seldom could a solitary individual: be found, who was 
inquiring the way to Zion. ‘The wise and the foolish were slumber- 
ing together. But He who works for his own great name, looked down 
and pitied ; ; and, at a time when human expectations were low, and 
when few could be found to weep over the desolations of Zion, some 
tokens for good be gan to be discovered. As early as about the mid- 
dle of December, it was known that several young men were under 

very serious impressions. A few of these cases had been of five ov 
six weeks standing; but, except in one or two instances, the fact had 
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been carefully concealed in their own bosoms. Nearly at the same 
time an unusual spirit of prayer was felt by some of the Lord's pe. 
ple, who had had no communication with each other, and by 
who had no knowledge of any awakening ainous: the secur: eS 
hearts were greatly moved at the low state of reity fon, and they eo; val 
not forbear to cry, with unceasing importunity, * ile! , Lord! 

godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fuil from among 48 rN sites 
men.” Their minds were wonderfully turned off from creatures, gpd 
made to fix on Ged alone; and so & ee were them desires that th. 
Lord would appear in his glory t » build up Zion, that they were maid, 
to agoni? ze at the foot of his throne, and to wrestle is Jacob did When 


he entreated for the lite of the mother and the chibdecn, 


Amongst their most carly and soleinn petitions, was, that the Lord 
would awaken his slumbering church, convince them of their aywfyl 
backslidings, aud cause them humbiy aad sincerely tou.return unto hin, 
that, with united heart, they miz rht s Jpplicate the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and a revive! of his work.—How certain is it that God hath 


not said to the seed of Jacob, ‘ ‘ Seen ye me in vain!” 


stl 


On the evening of the 19th December, at a stated praver mecting, 
the first public and \ isinle token of the Lord’s special presence wa 
witnessed amony us. ‘Phis mecting had been established tor mor: 
than three years, and, though in a place quite central to the cougie- 
“ation, it had ersten hap pened that not m ore than 20 or 30 persons ut- 
tended; but on this evening, trom some secret inipulse, perhay © On 
the minds of the people, not less than 200 pe rsons were present, On 
this occasion, the 7th chapter of the 1st book of Sanquel was read, aid 
the attention ‘of the audience dirceted to the conduct of Israel whe 
they lamented after the Lord on the plains of Miz é) h, and to the coun- 
sel given them by Samuel.—ft was # solemn and melting time : pro- 
fc sedts of religion were made to weep over their owa backsliding, and 
earnestly to implore the Divine mercy ; and others were excited to 
inquire what they shéukd do to be saved? 

The Lord’s dav following will long be remembered by some, as a 
cason of more than ordin: 4 Vv inte rest in G od’s house. The Christi- 
On Was awa enec from his long ir ht of ; slumber, and the secure s]- 
ner made to tremble while he contemplated the vast concerns of an 
approaching ete mit) ; 

These impressions were imperceptibly and gradually extended ; and, 
when the New Ve: tr opencd, such an anxious desire was felt on the 
part of the Lord’s people to humble themselves for their sins, that t) 
following Thursday was sef spart in the congregation, as a day ot 
fasting, humiliation, and praver. The former part of the day was spent 
in the closet; and at 2 in the afternoon, the congregation assembld 
in the house of God, to mingle their tears and pour out their suppli- 
cations together. Jt was a favoured season ; many a heart was b ro- 
ken, and He, who never refuses to listen to the cry of the humble, 
lent a gracious car to ee supplications of his church. Not a few dat 
their first religious impressions on that day; and, at the same tum 
others found joy and peace in believing. 
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From o peiiud the work has rapidly spread, and is now become 
sep ral iu the congregation, and extends more ,or less into all parts of 
the 1owN, _ particul larly in the Baptist society. 

Scarcely a day passes us, without witnessing the so: ng of praise from 

lips of some new-born soul. 


fee 
Lait 


tre 

[ cannot speak with certainty as to the number of the awakened, 
but 1 do mot dec! the soyahest hesitation in pronouncing it to exceed 

190; more than one hundred of whom have obtained a hope that they 
have passed from death unio life. Time only can determine as to the 

-nuineness Cf this works but the vicw at present is amazing, and it 

ppe ars to De a WoO! ” of great p’ wer, Conv: icons in many Causes are 
deep and pungent, and often succeeded by extraordmary light and 
peacee Among those: whe are comforted, some have their hearts filled 
with love in contemplatng the werk and character of Christ, and 

- enabled cheerfully to commit their cyerlasting interest imto his 
bands. 

J hi ; solerna work has been attended with much feeling, at the same 
cone that at has been free eee Sie lively agitation, noise, or disorder; 
nore thas the ordinary exercises experienced in the momentous change 
of passing from death unto life. J¢ has extended more or less to all 
ages and conditions ; aud men of the stoutest hearts and proudest spi- 
rits hi we, like the stubborn and lotty oak of the forest, been compell- 
ed to vield to lis power, and bend to the mighty rushing wind. Many 
heads of families are the jo. (ul subjects of this power ; but the greater 
aumber are in the morning of life, and some even from 10 to 15 years 
of UNC. 

‘The people of cclour also, on this occasion, have been remembered 
by the great ITead of the C List +h; and more particularly those who 
have at tended for instruction in the Sunday School.— What encourage- 
ment does this fact furnish to teachers and patrons of these highly be- 
neficial and interesting institutions ; and what delight and pious gra- 
titude must the reflection occasion, that He who gave himself a ran- 
som for all, to be testified in due time, has brought, as we humbly trust, 
a number of this poor, and negle cted, and suffering people to experi- 
ence the riches of his gi race! and it will be seen, in the hght of eter- 
nity, Whether or no their benevolent exertions have been blessed as a 
Inv aa in accomplishing this happy end. 

During the progress of this revival, much quickening and consola- 
tion has becr imparted to Christians, though for the most part not un- 
til they had been the subjects of great searching of heart, and deep 
humpiation before God, It has been an occurrence not unfrequent 
among prote ssors, and particularly in the early part of the blessed 
work, to louse a sense of God’s favour, and even to relinquish their 
hopes. ‘They were smitten with such a conviction of their awful de- 
pargn ire from God, that they could not think it possible that they had 
ever known the Lord i in truth, But, with few exce ptions, after a sea- 
son of darkness and conflict, they have regained their hopes, accompa- 
nied with a new and peculiar delight in God’s service, and with re- 
hnewcd zeal for the honor of his cause. 
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We have no reason to think that there 1s any suspension of the Jy; 
i 
} 


vine influences ; but that, on the contrary, the ble sued dews of heayey vay 
are sll descending upon us. ef 
hg the Lord spares me, and the work advances, I mav ACQUAINt voy lig 
‘ith further particulars, as circumstances may arise, and oy pportunity 4 
occur. ai ¢ 
“ 


ent} 739909 doe 
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Extract of a letter to a Christian Vriend, written in Fartlary, W317, 
My Friend, . 

I wave been meditating for some time past to ask your acceptance 
of a letter. Bat I felt at a loss tor any thing like new 5 from this quar- 
ter to send you. ‘Ihe people here, and their affairs, so far as I know, 
go on in one beaten, uniform course ; and nothing remarkable occurs 
amongst us. On the other hand, if your feelings resemble mine, vou 
may lke to hear now and then from the land of nome, though there 
should be nothing extraordinary to communicate, Besides, consider- 
ing the rich stores of thought and interest contained in our rcligion, 
it scems unworthy ot Christians to admit the idea that they have no- 
thing to say to each other. 

I need not tell you that J was sorely disappointed in not being abk er 
to rcach the meeting of our Synod last fall. My heart had been much 
set upon the object. I wished to see a cluster of very dear friends, 
the friends of my vouth; whom no length of time or distance can n 
make me cease to love, and whom I cannot meet but on such occasi- ut 
ons. To be deprived of so much pleasure, as [T had promised mvsell 
ny the interview, tried my patience and resignation n¢ at a litcle. 

From what I can learn, you are favoured with a revival of religion 
in your own soul since you went to ——.  [ rcioce at this, and most 
cordi: uly congratulate you upon it. When we contemplate Christiani- 
ty as delineated in the pages of the New ‘Testament, we can hardly un 
fail to be convinced that it filled its primitive disciples with hi ibitual 
peace and joy, and raised them far above this poor, groveling world. 
Ages have rolled on: but the gospei has not changed any of its ten- 
dencies, nor lost any of Its power. All that ts necess: ry is that we ~ 
be heartily engagaged in pursuing its b lessings, and that we live con- : 
tinually under its divine influence. The people of the world talk much 
ot pleasure ; ; but what have they to compare with the love of Christ 
she d abroad in the heart, and the liv ely hope of a blissful immortalt- 
tv?) Thev talk of their friendships and attachments ; but how en 
superior is the bond which unttes Christian triends, and will unite ther 
forever. If polite literature, and the beauties of created nature, afford 
materials for pleasant conversation, which FT acknowledge they do ; 
how much more delightful shall we find it, if we feel as we ought, to 
converse upon the perfections of God, the method in which our re- 
demption was procured, the grace by which it is applied, the trou- 
bles which we encounter im our way to heaven, the watchful el 
dence and sweet consolations by which we are supported, and the glo- 
rious prospects which lie before us in the cternal state. 
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. dye many strange things which we either see or experience, is 
: tk 1e most strange that a real Christian should ever be lukewarm 
| gion? Its objects are calculated, by their grandeur and impor- 
4 to engross the whele heart, so as to expel from it ev ery thing 
an opposite character. Its pure and cxalted pleasures, if we have 
“tasted them even in a small degree, appear suited to make us es- 
| all cant lV gratifications as unspeakably light and vain in the 
ayison. Yet it is pessible to lose, to a lamentable extent, our sen- 
ry £0 these sublime objects, our relish for these precious, spiritual 
oyments ; ta wander away again from our God and our Saviour 
i} to become miserably entangled with the cares and indulgences 
his unsatisfving world. So deceitful is the heart of man! It has 
» heen my opinion that our declensions in religion afford one of the 
ost striking evidences of the depravity of our nature. 
P.ymit me then to exhort you, as a friend sincerely concerned for 
yr advancement in holiness, to guard with the utmost vigilance a- 
ost the encroachments of a worldly spirit. The only way that I can 
ommend to avoid going backward is to be incessantly pressing for- 
ord in the heavenly race. Whatever we may have attained, and 
vever We may now exult in faith and hope, it becomes us to remem- 
that we are still in the land of danger, that our enemies are nu- 
«rous and indefatigable, and that much of our warfare remains to 
b drogen. erg Lect the Bible be vour chosen companion and guide. 
the duties of secret devotion, be frequent and punctual. For with- 
ut it the grace of the Holy Spirit | you can do nothing; and that grace 
s only to be expected in answer to importunate and persevering prayer. 
And let me add, beware of too close an intimacy with the gay and 
he fashtonable, in whose hearts the fear of God has no place. Beware 
of their idle parade, their giddy and ensnaring amusements. It is vi- 
onary to thiak ot going with a world alicnated from God, and at 
the same tinse enjoying communion with him. ‘The two things are 
comand As Christians, we must take our side, and adhere to 
it with firmness. We must aire fortitude to deny ourselves, and to 
hear the reproach of preciseness and singularity, for the sake of Christ, 
and of those high blessings, present and future, which the world can 
neither give nor take away. | 
If you shall be pleased to take your pen, and tell me that this let- 
ter is acceptable, you shall have another; unless we are to have the 
pleasure of seeing you shortly io . Believe me, truly, 
Your friend and servant. 









—= 1/10) ~ 
BAPTIST MISSION IN INDJA. 


From the Baptist Magazine, ¢ Landon.) 


We extract the following pleasing testimony to the character and 
conduct of one of our missionaries in the East, from an inte — 
work, entitled, “Sketches of India,” just publishe ‘dby Messrs. Black 
and Co. and which is currently ascribed to a gentleman of no less emi- 
hence than Dr. Ainslie. 
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“ During the greater part of this fair, (at Hurdwar,) whi ich Vac 
nearly three weeks, a Baptist misstonary, (Mr. Chamberlaiy) - 
service of her Highness the Begum Sumroo, attended, and: ito 
Hindostanee translation of the scriptures read daily a consi. 
portion. His knowledge of the language was that of an ac ; 
ed native; his delivery impressive, and his whole manne» ah 
much of mildness and benignity. In fine, he was such as all ie . 
dertake the arduous and painful duties of a missionary shoule 1 be 
abuse, no language, which could m any way injure the sac; ret 
he was employed in, escaped his lips. Lay ving finished his allot 

ortion, on every part of which he commented and explained, he » 
cited a ‘short praye doers concluded the evening by bestowing his). 
ing on all assembled. At first, as may be e Rpe cted, his Sudhitor Wer 
few ; a pretty convince ing proof, when sixty thou sand ay ‘op! cre cole 
lected, that it was not through mere curlosity they subsecuently ). 
creased. For the first four or five davs, he was not suirround d 
more than as many hundred Hindoos; in ten days (tor Lr Ey larly at. 
tended) his congregation had increased to a3 many the “sands. —F yoy, 
this time, until the conclusion of the fair, they varted ; but never, oy 
a rude guess, I should fancy, fell below eight thousand. They sa 
around, and listened with an attention which would: have ree 
credit on a Christian audicnce. On the missionary retiring, they eve. 
ry evening cheered him home, with ‘May the Padre (or priest) | 
for ever! 

«“ Such was the reception of a missionary at Hurdwar, the Loretto 
of the Hindoos, at a time when five lacks of people were computed 
have been assembled, and whither Brahmins, trem far and near, 
considered it their duty to repair. What was not the least a 
many of these Brahmins formed part of his congregation. ‘Vhey 
the greatest deference to all that tell from him; and when im ‘on! t, 
requested an explanation. Their attendance was regular, and mur, 
whose countenances were marked, were even the first in assem)! 
Thus, instead of exciting a tumuit, as was at first anprehended, v' ate 
tempting conversion at one of the chief sources of idolatry , Mr. Cham 
berlain, by his prudence and moderation, commanded attention ; and, 
I have little doubt, ere the conclusion of the fair, effected his purpos:, 
by converting to Christianity men of some character and reputation.’ 

Letters have recently been received from India. The following isa 
bricf outline of their conteuts : 

At Gomalty, the station has sustained a loss, by the somewhat sud- 
den death of Manika Chund, a valuable native brother; Krishna, al- 
ways indefatigable, is zone thither to supply his place. Mr. W. Ca- 
rey, and his native ass. ants, are proceeding with their accustomed di- 
ligence and hopeful success, at Cutwa, and various places in its neigh- 
bourhood. 

Similar accounts, varied by interesting details of incessant labour, 
are furnished from Jessore and Berhampore. 

The churches at Serampore and Calcutta, are favoured with con- 
siderable additions Much good appears likely to result in the latte! 
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som the appointment of brethren Lawson and Eustace Carey to 
\. yastoral office there. ‘They appear to have entered on their 
with the determination and zeal so desirable in the ministers 
Brother Yates, who, while in Engl: and, evinced remarka- 

i y ane aptitude in the acquisition of languages, is procecding, 
he age ue direction of Dr. Carey, in pursuit of these stu- 


od is already of considerable service in forw arding the great 
eg of the es tians, 


ther Smith pre aches to crowds of attentive hearers in different 
fCalcuttas The Sheiks in this city were greatly delighted at 
“ing the gospe is“in their Gooro-mookhee di: ilect, putting their 
e. their heiils. anc uttering aloud their joy at the gift. Sebuk- 
Js indefatigable as an itinerant in his own village ; where Roop- 
_police-ollicer, and his family, have avowed their reception of 
le | 
leasing instance of the effect of the instruction of youth in their 
psy occurs in a letter from ‘Tarachund, to brother Ward, dated 
syariva, 29th June :—“ T thank God that some of the ashen boys 
50 wl acquainted with the Christian religion, that they overturn 
Mey word of the idolaters who visit the sdhonk. and explain the word 
e Lord almost as well as Christians themselves: which makes 
ty believe their conversion to be near. They also discourse at 
e about religion, and read the Bible on sabbath and other days. 
s¢ that hear them, declare, that this is the true religion, and ought 
obeyed.” “The zeal of this worthy brother has induced him to 
ca number of Bengalee hymas, which are to be printed. “ At 
ame time,” he adds, * I hope you will pray to God, that, by his 
ing, these hymns may be spread all over Bengal, and attract the 
f the ‘li toward our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” 





» De Bruyn appears to have been made useful, in a variety of 
nees, among the Mugs, at Chitagong, and its vicinity. Athis first 
empi to visit them, these uncivilized people ran up the mountains ; 
ever, one of them returned, and after hearing that they had 
rht them books, and were desirous of making known good news 
m, the people took courage , and came round them ; when the 

was read, they acknowledged that they were in a bad way, and 

‘words were good : they accepted of fourteen books.” 


‘thet several persons are waiting for baptism. By a letter from 
Du Sylva and Bhagvat, “ We learn that they had visited 
mbu, (a small independent state, ) and had conversed with num- 
of the inhabitants respecting the gospel. ‘The daughter of Rajah 
a chundra, say they heard of our arrival, and wished to hear 
ork; we went, and expl: ained the gospel doctrines to her, with 
‘she seemed much pleased, and detained us six days, during 
‘ume she read the word with Us, and helped us various ways. 
‘departure, she expressed the highest pleasure, and told us we 


“ie servants of the true G oy and invited us to come every month, 


Ba two or three day B, tPatd six mit ort .we erstar nd the Chris- 
( trine, he 
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A pleasing work of grace has been going on at Digah, an j 
bourhood, principally among the British soldiers, though eo 
to them. On this subject, a correspondent of the missionaries oh 
as follows: “ There is in the progress of religion in India, y 
appearance as in Europe, a gradual descent of divine influen, | 
th e gentle dew on the tender grass; a daily increasing num}, ae 
ple in different parts of the country, in the civil sers ice, are 
1. friends of the gospel; m the army this attachment is yy, 
rally decided, and though the work goes on (comparatiycly ) | bar 
ly among the Heathen, this can be accounted for from the Bre 
sistance made by the civil and religious prejudices of this peop! 

Mr. hompson i is continuing, with all his former assiduity stoli 
1 the dissemination of the gospel, in the populous city of Pay 2 
pleasing stance of the attention excited by the scriptures, oc 
his journal :—* Two Pundits from the city wanted the Sungskrit 
tament; not having it, I offered them the Pentate uch, but they 
‘Not this book, but another, in which there are many good thy 
about Jesus Christ, and good words of his, for we have seen and 

the book at Pundit Shevkrugee’s, in the city, at his recominends 
and when we wanted the book for ourselves, he refused, say 
had obtained it with great difficulty, and told ts to come to Yo 

A new station appears to have been formed at Guya, by ; 
the name of Fowles, who had been baptised by Mr. Thoer» 
Patna. He seems to enter into the work of the gospel with all his! 
“[ preach to the Hindoos and Mussclmen,” says he, “ inna 
day, and am heard with much afjection and attention ; some of 
weep, even like children, when [ speak to them of the suflering 
death of the Lord of glory ; and the Saviour of sinners for thes 
tion of the elect.” 

Brother John Kerr has procee ‘ded from Ferukabad to Dehli, 
ancient capital of India. “ Here,” says he, “ the word is heard 
willingness and attention, much to our encouragement and astu 
ment, for we had heard that the word could not be preached in D 
but I thank the Lord, that I now perceive the folly of regar ding 
men say, and the wisdom ot hoping in him, who has promised 
Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of te 
for his possession.” 

——wtt J999)1) —~ 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 

We ought not only to avoid evil, but the very appearance ol | 
Rush says, “ I have known many men and women, of excell 7 
ciples and ‘characters, who have been betrayed by eccasioue! dos 
gin or brandy (when out of health) into a ‘love of those liquors, 
have afterwards fallen sacrifices to their fatal effects.” How 
na thousand times worse the remedy than the disease, to these; ® 
4 as to those, who madly attempt to drown their sorrows in the | 
troubled sea of intoxication! 

Thus, the evils of drinking have been indefinitely extended and 


tiphed. 
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LITERARY NOTICE. 
nh Wer ecommend to our readers the following proposals for publish- 


ing a System of Divinity, drawn up by one of the most eminent of 9 
our American divines. The character of Dr. Dwight, fer talents, 4 
uf jearning and piety 1s so high, that it would be presumptuous in the 
, Editor to suppose that his testimony is necessary to recommend 
the work here ofcred to public acceptance. | 
PROPOSALS 
For Publishing by Subscription, 
A SYSTEM OF DIVINITY; 
IN A SERIES OF SERMONS, 


By TIMOTHY DWIGHT, D. DD. LL. D. 


thy LATE PRESIDENT OF YALE COLLEGE. 





It is well known that Dr. Dwicur, in connection with the office of 
President, held that of Professor of Divinity; and was the stated 
Preacher in the College Chapel. It is the duty of the Professor of 
Divinity to preach to the Students a regular course of Systematic 
Theology once in four years. While Minister of Greenfield, Dr. 
Dwicut had devoted his attention, in ade gree not then usual, to the 
study of Systematic ‘Pheology. At — time he formed the great 
outline of the work, now ile red to the pub ic; and, during his resi- 
dence there, preached the whole of it, twice, from short notes. After 
his election to the Presidency of Yale College he materially enlarged 
and altered it; and, occasionally, added new sermons. During the 
. frst eight years, he preached trom his manuscripts written in short 
‘ hand, In 1804 the Corporation empowered him to employ an amanu- 
) ensise He then began, by the help of such an assistant, to write out 
his Sermons at full length; and in the course of that and the three 
following years, he completed the work. After its completion, we 
preached. it twice; and had made some progress in a third course 
when he was removed by death. When fully written out, he sub- 
mitted it to the critical examination of several of the most judicious 
and sensible Divines whom our country could boast. It need not be 
added, that he readily availed himself of the remarks of these gen- 
tlemen ; nor, that, in everv subsequent revisal, cach sermon under- 
went his careful examination. 

It will be seen, trom this statement of Facts, that Dr. Dwicnr 
possessed advantages for completing a work of this kind, which wiil 
rarcly be enjoyed by any man. To the Alumni of Yale Colle "ve, Who 
have heard the whole system of Sermons dclivered in the College 
Chapel ; to the gentlemen, who, occasionally, heard parts of it preac h- 
ed; to those, who were gy mes acquainted with the Author , and 
understood the character of his rind; and, to those, who knew his 
high reputation as a preachcr; it is uot necessurav to mention the 
improvement which he made of these advantages. ‘Lo others in our 


country, it wav he proper to sugpesft, that tor sGund commen sense. rd 
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for force of intellect, for originality of thought, for clearncss of j., 
thod, for vigour and britiancy of Imagination, for correctness of taste, 

for a happy style and classical language, and tor impassioned ¢},, 

quence, tor candour and catholicism, for a single eye to the Truth. 

for fervent prety and zeal for God, for love of the souls of m: n, for 
tenderness of feeling and of manner, for a clear and natural explana. 
tion of the more dificult doctrines of the Bible, and tor noble and ex. 
alted views of Gon, of his attributes, ot his Providence, of his w rks, 
especially his great work, the work of Redemprtior 1, Of Tesus Currsy 
as God-man, and of the Glorious System of Truths unfolded in the 
Scriptures; Dr. DwiGut was surpassed by few of Gis cotemporaries, 
Such, only, will need to be mfornied ; that his tenets harmonized yivh 
the Westminster Coniession and Cat: echism 3 that throughout the 
whole twenty-one vears, he made Vuinernt’s Exrianvrsos or tix 
SuorterR CaTecn1s™ his constant Text Book, in his we Kay Theo. 
logical Lectures to the Senior Class; and that his Sysiem of doctrine, 
is built “on the foundation of the Prophets and Apostles, Jus 


Curist himself being the chief corner Stone.” 
CONDITIONS. 


1- The work will be printed on good Paper, with a handsome acy 
type. 

tt. It will consist of 5 Octavo Volumes, of abeut GOO pages cach; 
but, if necessary to complete the work, a stxth will be added. 

111. The Life, and Portrait of the Aut! ror, Will be contained in the 
first volume. 

1v. The work will be put to press as soon as the biography of pa 
Author 1s completed, and the nuinber of subscribers will justify it 
publication. 

v. It will be furnished to Subscribers at the price of three Dollars 
a volume, in boards. 

vi. One volume will be delivered at a time, till the publication of 
the work is completed. 

vite Those, who procure subscriptions for ten sets, and become 
responsible for the paymicnt, shall be entitled to one set gratis ; thos 
who procure subscriptions for six sets, and become responsibie for the 
payment, shall be entitled to one set at half price. 

N. B. Persons holding subseription papers are requested to make 
returns by the first of June next.to Mr. Timothy Dwight, New-Ha- 
ven, Eonnecticut. 

New-Haven, February, 1817. 


——ett WII oe 


oP The Pawrer of the Curistiraxn Monxiton, respectfully informs Subseribers, 
that this work is published by him at great expense; that paper, and all printing 
materials are purchased only with casn; and that the hunds employed in the office. 
must be paid at least once a fortnight—this being the case, it is hoped that none will 
take it amiss, that they are requested to pay their subscription money either to the 
Printer, or to the Agents for this paper, on as early a day as possible, 





